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1.	Introduction	to	California	
Geography

Geography	106	– California	Geography	|	M.	Pesses	|	Antelope	Valley	College

Today

 Using	geography	to	study	California
 Physiographic	Regions

But	first,	a	quiz

Land	of	Extremes

 Beauty,	Wealth
 Natural	landscapes,	
disasters

California	Today

 Modern	cultural	
hearth

 Diverse	population
 Huge	economy
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Geographic	Analysis

 Do	we	study	the	local	issues?
 Do	we	focus	on	state	level	issues?

Place	&	Mobility

 Where	things	are
 How	do	we	get	from	one	to	the	other

Place

 What	makes	California	unique?

Mobilities	of/in/around	California

 What	other	places	do	business	with	
California?
 What	ideas	do	we	share	with	the	rest	of	
the	world?
 Who	wants	to	live	in	California?	Who	
wants	to	leave	it?

Splitting	the	State State	of	Jefferson
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State	of	Jefferson
The	1941	effort	to	form	the	state	of	Jefferson	was	
pushed	by	disgruntled	residents	of	five	California	and	
Oregon	counties.	Photo:	The	Chronicle

An	armed	"border	patrol"	mans	a	checkpoint	in	the	
ersatz	state	of	Jefferson	in	rural	Northern	California	in	
1941.	Photo:	The	Chronicle

Six	Californias

The	West

 What	does	the	West	mean	to	you?

Topographic	Regions

 2/3 of	state	is	
“mountainous”

Geomorphic	Regions Next	Time

 Geologic	History	of	
the	State


