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Belize (formerly British Honduras) is a tiny country in Central America, bordering southeastern Mexico and Guatemala. But don’t be mislead by its modest size. Within the country’s boundaries are many unspoiled habitats, such as tropical rainforest, pine savanna and a truly spectacular system of cayes and coral reefs that rival the Great Barrier Reef of Australia. During my two week visit to Belize, traveling by land and sea, I found a stunning variety of wildlife, much of it protected within large, accessible nature preserves (see my species lists and photo gallery). I also met a number of biologists and tour operators anxious to help out with the logistics for our Tropical Biology class (please contact me for details regarding prerequisites, cost and scheduling).
Our three-week class could include a 3-day canoe-camping trip on a pristine river, guided visits to all major habitats in Belize and a week on a beautiful coral island (Tobacco Caye) with a new marine research laboratory offering daily snorkeling/ scuba diving excursions. Combining a natural history tour in Belize with a side-trip to the impressive Mayan ruins of Tikal (one of Guatemala’s best nature reserves) would definitely be another highlight of this class.
